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The PUBLISHER to the READER: 
Giving a Short Account, how he fort u- 
nately met with the two Extraordinary 
Peices, which he ts going to lay before 
the World. | 


Courteous Reader, 


HE following Letter was 
brought to me by a Friend 
from the Coffee- Houſe, who 
deſired me to publiſh it, as 
— 6 a Curioſity that would be 
— c waceptable to the Publick. 
It is to be /#ppoſed, that the Perſon to 
whom it was lent, accidentally drop'd it; 
but who this was, or to whom it was firſt 
directed, is a Secret, there being neither 
Sper ſcription or Name to it. All that 
appears is, that it was wrote by a Free- 


thinker in the Country, to his Friend in 
Town ; 


(2) 
Town; and that this Friend was the Au. 
thor of the Laymau s Sermon, and the Let- 
ter to Dr. Codex.— As to the other Per- 
formance, the Author of it came with it to 
me him ſolf; who by his Grey Coat, his Air 
of Haſte, Dirt, Belt, and Jockey Boots, 
ſeem'd to be a Country Curate. Here, ſays 
he, Mr. I am come to make you a Pre- 
ſent of the Devil's Funeral Sermon, and 
{ deſire that you would take care and have 
it Printed. There was Something ſo out of 
the way in this Greeting from an entire 
Stranger, that it made me ſtare again; but, 
upon a little Recollefion, | returned —— 
Tour moſt Obedient Humble Servant, Sir, 
I beg good Dr that you would be fo kind 
as to excuſe me from this Task ; for ſhould 
it be ever 4n6wwn, that I had any Hand in 


burying of Mr, Satan, I ſhould be ſure of 


toſing the Cuſtom of all the Gentlemen of 
your Order at my Shop for the Future. 
IL know what you mean, replied the Dr. 
but never fear, Honeſt L— for were all the 
Devils in Hell dead, yet as long as there 
are any Freethinkers left in the World, 
there will be Vork enough for the Par- 
font. I am ſenſible, continues He, that the 
Devil is often blamed; but theſe are the 
Fellows who do the Miſchief. Theſe are 
the wicked Mretebes, who are unwearzed 


in their Endeavours to corrupt the Morals 
and 


— 


— 


J 
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and Manners of their Fellow Creatures; 
who /ap the very Foundations of Virtue 
and Religion, and even teach Mankind 
to be wicked upon Principle, One of 
theſe infamous Seducers lately wrote the 
Letter to that great and good Man Dr. 
Codex; a Letter containing ſuch inſoleut 
brutiſh Falſboods, and Indecenc:es, that no 


| Man beſides a little, ſaucy, /elf- ſufficient 


Pagan, could have had the monſtrous Im- 
morality to have d:/per/*d it in the World. 
A Letter full off —— — Here the Dr. was 
going on, but by this Time I plainly per- 
cerved, by the Elevation of his Yozre, and 
the often Shakerng of his //bip, that he was 
a very Paſſionate Man; and to deal znge- 
nuouſly, 1 was ſo very apprehenſive of the 
1 Conſequences of his Anger to myſelt, 
that I did not think it expedzent any far- 
ther to provoke him, or one Moment long- 
er to refuſe his Regueſſ—— Pray Dr. cried 
I, be caſy; I promiſe faithfully to pub- 
liſh your Sermon next Week ; for I preſent- 
ly thought with myſelf, that if I pronted 
the Coffee-Flouſe Letter along with it, no 
Party could poſſibly take Offence, or leave 
my Hhap on Account of my Principles; 
which, after the Jaudable Example of my 
Brethren the Bookſellers, | have ever 
endeavoured carefully to conceal. I will 
not, therefore, detain the Reader in be- 
B 2 {peaking 
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ſpeaking his Favour for either of my Au- 
thors ; they are certainly both Gentlemen 
of ſurpriſing Parts and Learning; though 
their Srzle, Sentiments, and manner of 
Mriting, appear ſo widely different. 


Farewel———— 


te 
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LETTER 

To the AurRHOR of the 
Layman's Sermon, 
FROM 


His FRIEND in the COUNTRY 


it 


j* 


Dear Sir, 


E have lately had a deal of 
| Pleaſure in reading the Lay. 
man's Sermon in this Part of 
| the World; and doubt not, 

— but it will be of very great 
Woe to Mankind, and prove the happy 


Means of opening many Perſons Eyes, who 
had 


(6) 
had a Spiritual Hood clapp'd over their 
Heads by the Reverend Decerver of the 
Pariſh. The Parſons of theſe Parts were 
all ſtark flaring Mad on the ſeeing of it; 
and it would have made you die with 
Laughing, to have heard their Ignorance 
and S7upidity in paſſing Judgment upon the 
Author. One ſaid that he was an Atheiſt; 
another that he was a Jeſuit; a third af- 
firm'd him a Scorch Presbyterian ; whilſt 
a litile pert Uſber of a Neighbouring Free- 
School, a Son of one of your Father's Te- 
nants, aſſured a Lawyer's Clerk, with 
whom he was talking, that the Author was 
a Hebrew Jeu, and did not beleive one 
Word of the Old Teſtament. You may be 
ſure I %, my Lip, and looked moſt con- 
founded grave on hearing ſuch ſad Stuff. 
But nothing gave me ſuch aucommon Di- 
verſion as the monſlrous Aſſurance of a 
Scarf Officer, who accidently came in, and 
poſitively undertook to deſcribe the Author, 
and his Communication to the Reverend 
gapeing Dunces his Hearers. Says 
he, ſtroaking his Band, and giving himſelf 
all the Airs of Importance, I know the 
Fellow very well, and I am fully acquain- 
ted with his Life and Converſation. He 
is a Scorchman, and was taken into Service 
the latter part of Queen Anne's Reign, by 
one of the Prime Miniſters of State. = 


(7) 

firſt Pious Scheme was to (ell his Maſter, 
and betray his Secrets. I have a long Ac- 
count of the Part he was to act, and the 
Evidence he was to give; and how, in the 
End, he unfortunately /{xmbled upon 2 
Money * in the dark, which ſo 4:/or- 
dered his Senſes, that it entirely deprived 
him of the Gzft of *Utterance for a long 
Time after it. When He had a little re- 
covered his Underſtanding, he was ſent in- 
to the Country, to live upon 704/ted Cheeſe 
and Charity; and to be a 2 after the 
rate of Five and Six - pence a Week Board- 
Wages, — In this forlorn Condition, 
with one ragged Pair of Breeches, and two 
turned Shirts, he was very fortunately ta- 
ken Notice of by an Ingenious Gentleman, 
who came into that Neighbourhood, and 
was employed by him to write ſome of his 
Lncubrations fair for the Preſs, The 
Gentleman ſcarce ever fruſted him to write 
any, Thing himſelf ; for whenever this was 
the Caſe, there was certainly ſome Egre- 
ius Blunder or another, or ſome horrid 
udecency committed; and yet, upon his 
Patron's Death, his Scotch Impudence had 
the Immodeſiy to give out himſelf for the 
Author, though he could no more, ſtrictly 
ipeaking, be conſidered as ſiich, than the 
ools of the Printing-Preſs, or the 
Black- Boy that carried the Papers. I can- 
; not 


(8) 

not indeed but ſay, continues ouf w/e 
Theologue, that the Fellow is arrived at 
ſome little Fluency of File, and has ac- 
uired a Knack with uncommon Scurrility, 
of calling hard Names, but is no more to 
be conſidered as a Man of Genus, or of 
any true Vit and Humour, than I am to 
be conſidered as as 
Here the od Peice of Gravity ſtuck, 
and I could hold no longer, but burſt forth 
into a loud Laugh; and if I wiſhed for you 
once, 1 wiſhed for you a hundred Times, to 
have taken the Dimenſions of their ſeveral 
Phyſies, that the World might have had 
a Humerous Copy of their Grim Counte- 
nances in one of our Weekly Papers. 
Sad Work, i' faith, that ſuch Fellows as 
theſe ſhould pretend to teach Mankind; 
and yet worſe to conſider, that Mankind 
ſhould be ſuch Fools as to attend to them! 
But, my Dear Friend, not to ſpend all 
our Time about the Country Parſons, let 
us talk of ſomething a little more to the 
Purpoſe. How go our Affairs in Tous? 
Has the Lay-man's Sermon, and that other 
inimitable Peice, the Letter to Dr. Codex, 
had a right Effect upon the Minds of the 
Biſhop of L——+s Admirers ? You may 
depend on it from me, that our great Dan- 
er comes from that Quarter; and that as 


long as rhat Man retains any Degree of 
| Credit, 


| 
! 
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Credit, we ſhall in vain expect to ſee Free- 
thinking become the eſtabliſhed Religion of 
the Land. Our right way therefore is to 
blacken and miſrepreſent him all we can; 


to compare him to Archbiſhop Laud 
to ſpeak of him as aſpiring to ſet the Mi- 
tre above the Crown, and to give out 
in all Companies, that he is an Enemy to 
Liberty, a Perſecutor, and would 

wniſh every Man, who did not think ex- 
attly with himſelf. It's no Matter how 
falſe theſe Accuſations are, they will cer- 
tainly paſs amongſt thoſe filly Fellows 
the Diſſenters; and if they find them. 
ſclves bit in the End, and are experimen- 
tally convinced, that they were only made 
Dupes of, to ſtrengthen a Party which 
diſpiſed them; They know what Perſons 
to thank for it: I ho bid them keep Gen- 
tlemen Company. *Tis admirably good to 
ſee how greedily theſe Do/rs ſwallow the 
Bait; and I would now venture to hold 
a hundred Pound, by way of Experi- 
ment, — That was the Behaviour of the 
Female Saints of the Hundreds of Dru- 
ry-lane to be enquired into, and a Free- 
thinker to paſs by that way, and cry out 
Perſecution ! Perſecution! All the whole 
Body of Diſſenters would be ready to join 
him with a —— Lord have Mercy upon 


C us, 
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us, —— there's Nobody ſafe, —— our 
Turn will come next! 

There is no Fear that theſe People 
ſhould fee through the Artiſice, provided 
we act our Parts we//. We mult put on 
the greateſt Appearance of Zeal to ſerve 
them, and roar out — No Perſecution for 
Conſcience Sake — No Teſt Ats — No 
Diſtinftions amongſt Brother Proteſtants— 
We are all imbarked in one common Cauſe 
in oppoling ſpiritual Tyranny, and we'll 
ſtand, and fall together. This Manage- 
ment will fo puzzle the Schemes of the 0/4 


Gentleman of London, that he wont know 


how to ac. ?T will be in vain for him to 


think of diſſinguiſbing between tender Con- 


ſciences, and yo Conſciences; and to no 
Purpoſe for him to proteſt, that he deteſts 
Perſecution in any ſtrict and proper Senſe 
of the Word; and that all his Pius En- 
deavours are only againſt Prophanenefs 
and Infidelity, Let him ſay what he will, 
or do what he will; let him act as right as 
he will, and with as much Sagaczty as he 
will, the Noiſè of our dear Brethren, and 
Fellow Labourers-will drown all bis Rea- 
ſoning, and we ſhall ſtand a fair Chance to 
carry our Point. 

Indeed, I think, my Friend, that we 
are in a much better Condition lately, than 


we have been in any Time paſt. The 
Affair 
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A air of Dr. Rundle has brought great 
Strength to our Party; and I dare lay is 
under ſo good Management, that it will be 
improved to the utmoſt Ad vantage. No- 
thing in the World does my Heart 1o 
much Good, as to 7eaze and p ague that 
grave Peice of Orthodoxy, who has no 
more true Taſte for any of the faſhionable 
Pleaſures of the Age, than I have for the 
Athanaſiau Creed. ——- What has he to do 
to make ſuch a confounded Sputter againſt 
Whoring and Rogueing, againſt Immoral:- 
ty and Prophaneſs, againſt Freethinking 
and Freeſpeating? I wonder what he 
would be af, and what private Exd and 
Advantage he can propoſe to himſelf by 
ſo much Noz/e and Buſtle? For my own 
Part, I hate him and deteſt him, and wiſh 
him with ſome of his Right Reverend 
Brethren, who are in the ſame Sentiments 
with himſelf, at Georgia, where they 
ſhould have free Liberty to ee the 
Indians, and make what Converts they 
pleaſed. I would not indeed, was it in 
my Power, have all the Clergy trudge off 
without Diſtinction, ſome of them are ex- 
eellently good at promoting the Freetink- 
ing Cauſe, and daily make abundance of 
Proſelytes for us. Some of them have 
true Wit and Humour, and can fit and 
hear the Prophets burleſqned, and the 
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New Teſtament turned to Farce, with as 
keen a Reliſh, and as much Pleaſantry, as 
our Friends Tiudal or Toland could poſſi- 
bly do were they alive. Many of them 
will /zear, and cut Fokes, as well as the beſt 
of us, though to ſpeak ſtrictly (amongſt 
ourſelves we may ſay any Thing) there is 
ſomething ſo very wean and baſe in the 
Behaviour of theſe abandoned Apoſiates, 
that we fully determine, ſhould ever Free- 
thinking become the National Religion, 
never to truſt ſuch Wretches with the 
ſmalleſt Share of Preferments in our 
Church. I am fo hroxghty provoked 
that 1 had almoſt forgot to add a Word or 
two about that bawimg Fellow Hen—y 
H——y muſt be encouraged: Hen is a 
very uſeful! Man in the preſent Poſture of 
Affairs; and therefore be ſure to back him 
on in his Labours; and if the Fellow's 
Genius is exhauſted, and he's too dull to 
write his own Led/ures, *twill be an eaſy 
Matter for you, and two or three Friends, 


over a merry Bottle of Wine, to ſupply 


him with tuch eu, and entertaining 
Hints, as will hit the polzte Taſte of the 
Town, and vex their reverend Inſtructors, 

You ſce, my dear Friend, that I am 
never weary of writing to you, or tired 
with talking againſt the Clergy. They af- 
"oy ſuch an mexhauſitble Fund for Ridi- 


cule, 
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cule, that I much queſtion whether I could 
not live a whole Week together upon 4 
Dean and Chapter, and Lawn Sleeves, 
without any other Diet whatever. A fat 
Dignitary roaſted is the beſt Dijb in the 
World; but then you muſt be ſure to dreſs 
him with his Gown and Caſſucł upon his 
Back (as in fome Countrys they roaſt 
Hares with their Skins on) for Fear all 
the Fat ſhould drop into the Fire, and the 
old Cur be dry Meat, Honeſt Toland was 
one of the beſt Cooks for this Diſh, that I 
ever knew in my Life; and next to him, 
L muſt give my Verdict for Oue — whom 
your Humble Servant has the Honour to 
be acquainted with. So much for 
the Par ſons. 

But dear Friend, fogive my Tallative- 
neſs, I cannot yet part without chatting 
over ſome of our o Stories, You al- 
ways uſed to obſerve, twas a confounded 
hard Matter to make me take a Pen in my 
Hand, but when it wag once there, there 
was no getting it out again. Poor 
Sally Tooting the white Hair Wench, that 
you gave the Braſs half Crown to, is 
lately run mad; ſhe raves and ſtares, and 
talks of nothing but turning Shirts, and 
menaing Stockings upon a Scotch Lord's 
Leg. The whole Pariſh ſwear ſhe's be- 
witched, but I who know better, could 

quickly 
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quickly inform them who conjured her in- 
to her preſent Condition. The little 
curl pated Boy at the Croſi-Keys (upon 
my Mord tis a fine Child) grows apace, 
and beſpeaks a great Genius. I thought 
it extreamly good, as his Nur/e the other 
Day was giving him Bread and Butter, 
the young Dog almoſt bit off her Finger. 
There was ſo much true Wit and Humour 
in this, and ſo much lite what you did on 
a certain Occaſion, that I could not help 
ſay ing Papa's own Bern i faith. 

I heartily wiſh that you would take a lit- 
tle Care of the young Urchin's Educa- 
tion, or if you pleaſe to commit that Pro- 
Vince to me, and will now and then make 
a reaſonable Return, P11 do all in my Pow- 
er to inſtill good Principles into his tender 
Years, and to make him a fine Gentle- 
man. I have ſtrictly charged the 0/4 
Granne who looks after him, never to men- 
tion one Word to him about a God, or a 
Devil, about Heaven, or Hell, about 
IWitches, Spirits, Apparitions, and ſuch 
other idle Stuff; and that if ever my little 
Maſter be naughty, and Nurſe has a Mind 
to fright him into better Manners, ſhe 
ſhould conſtantly threaten him with the 
Parſon of the Pariſh, and make him be- 
lieve that the Par ſon is the only Grand- 
fer. grey-Beard, and Bull-begger in the 

| World. 
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World. By theſe Means my little 
Pupil will have, I may almoſt ſay, a na- 
tural Hatred againſt the who/e Order, and 
when I have taught him his Yecabulary, 
as you uſed to call it, without Book 
(which I propoſe to do by ſixteen) and 
he is able, by Strength of Memory, to run 
over theſe following Words Prieſt- 
Craft, Enthuſiaſm, Popery, Perſecution, 
Slavery, Tyranny, Grimace, grave Buf- 
foonery, Boly Frauds, ſanttified Fuggles, 
Myſterys, ſpiritual Formication, reverend 
Decervers, Idiot Evangeliſts, Druids, 
Flamens, Conjurers, &c. I dare ſay 
he'll be able to write ſuch a Book, as ſhall 
puzzle the wiſeſt Dr. in his Mayeſty's 
whole Dominions to underſtand it.— 
*T would do your Heart good to hear with 
what Spirit the little 2% Rogue calls 
Names already. Friend or Foe, Gentle 
or Simple, Knaves or honeſt Men, out it 
comes, tis all one to Tommy I like him 
wonderfully and will encourage him all I 
Can. 

You can't imagine what an Improve- 
ment the young Farmer who uſed to go to 
Church with his Bible under his Arm, and 
to double down the Proofs, has lately made, 


by the Help of the previous Queſtion, 
and ſome other good Books, which i have 
put into his Hands, He looks like quite 


another 
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another Thing, has laid by all his fupid 
Cant ing, and entirely done with quoting 
his old filly Uncle the Parſon of Hixley; 
and I muſt not forget to tell you, that 
fince his Improvement, his Couſin Dolly 
the Cherry Chee#d Girl, is with Child by 
him; and there's a ſhrewd Suſpicion, that 
the fat Land/ady's Daughter at the Crown 
is alſo in for it. I advife him to do all the 
Good he can in his Pariſh; to ſtare the 
Reverend Dr. out of Countenance when 
He is in the Pulpit, and to laugh at him 


after Sermon amongſt the Country Fel- 


lows in the Church-Zard. Theſe trifling 
Things, however little minded (I know 
you will laugh at them) are of very great 
Service to the Cauſe, and wonderfully pro- 


mote Freethinking in low Life. — The 


poor pale faced Creature, whom you uſed 


to ſay (Humerous enough) you Lid out 


of Charity, becauſe her Husband could 
not, 1s at Jength turned out a-graſing by 
him. The o/4 Cur grew as froppiſh at 
the budding of his Horns, as ſome young 
Children are on cutting their Teeth ; and 
would not ſuffer a ſingle Soul to come 
near his Houſe, who had a Pair of Bree- 
ches on. — The poor Hay- Rick ſtands juſt 
where you left it, and I believe Farmer 
Goſling will never have done ſwearing a- 
bout it; he ſtill inſiſts that as 
| ˖ 


F 
"x 


77) 


the Carrier baited his Horſes there all 
Night, and if I had not ſtopped him, he 
would haye made a poſitive Affidavit of it 
before the next 7uſ{zce of the Peace. He 
little thinks that his dear Wife tug'd out 
the Hay. The Barber's Boy has for= 
feorn evermore peeping in at a Key-Hole; 
he cute by a Chamber Door as if he had 
Mercury in his Back-Side, and makes his 
Approaches up Stairs leiſurely, and with 
as much Noite, as if a whole String of 
Horſes were doing you the Honour of a 
Viſit. 

As for my own Part, as I grow old, I 
confeſs Time hangs a little heavy upon my 
Hands : However, I rub on as well as I can. 
Sometimes I cat, ſometimes I drink, ſome- 
times take Snuff, ſometimes pick my Teeth, 
ſometimes read, ſometimes 1cribble, and 
ſometimes make a Viſit ; but rarely this lat- 
ter, ever upon a Sunday; for I think it 
looks a little too much like Super/t:tzon to 
ſhave, and put on clean Linnen on this 
Day; and beſides, by my ſtaying at Home, 
I am ſure to keep my whole Family from 
Church. My conſtant Way is, as the Con- 
gregation returns from thence, to walk into 
my Court with a P/ay-Book in my Hand; 
and appear in a Night- Cap, a looſe Morn— 
mmg-Gown, Slippers, and dirty Shirt; which 
is as effectual Ridicule and Banter upon 

D what 
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what the aid Curs have been doing, as 
if I ſhould put myſelf in a Paſſion, and 
talk an Hour on the Subject. Beſure, if 
the Par ſon comes that Way with his Flock, 
I carry it alittle farther ; for then I always 
walk three or four Steps into the Street, 
and with a full Snear in his Face, ſalute 
him with — Zour humble Servant Dr. I 
never fail ſitting down to Cards thi: E- 
vening, whatever I do any other Part of 
the Week. 

After all, I can't help confeſſing, that 
the o I hims, of which you have heard 
me formerly complain, ſometimes gives me 
a good deal of Uneaſineſs. I have wgly 
Dreams; —— and 'twas but the other 
Night I thought the whole World was in a 
Flame about my Ears, and a horrible, ſta- 
ring Monſter at my Elbow forceing me in- 
to the hotteſt Part of it. —— To be ſure 
theſe are only the ZZefs (as I have heard 
you often lay) of a bad Education, and of 
being brought up at School under the grave 
Admonit ions of an ignorant Country Par- 
ſon. I believe that this is the Ca/e, and 
dare ſay this is the Ca/e ; but if it ſhould 
not be the Ca/e, we are all of us damnably 
bit. If there ſhould be a future State, 
and amongſt Friends we muſt own, there 
is no Demonſtration to the contrary, it 
makes my Hair aud an End, to think 

| what 
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what would be the Conſequence of it. 
Don't chide me for ſay ing this, or be angry 
with me for having /ome Scrupies; 1 con- 
feſs I am /i/ly, but then I can fafely ſay I 
am only /o to you; for in all other Com- 

nies I brave it off with as good an Air 
as the beſt of you; and can ſpeak of 
Death with as ſeemingly great Careleſneſs, 
and Indifferency, as if I was only going 
to unbuckle my Shoes, or put off” an dd 
Daublet. 

The Truth is, after all, I ſhould do to- 
lerably well, could I have Recourſe to my 
old Specific againſt the Hip; but this 
new fails me; and I have been lately for- 
ced to turn off my Red Hair'd Chamber- 
Maid Betty, the Wench growing perfectly 

eviſh, and troubleſome, becauſe I could 
not do as I had done. I wonder 
whether it would have been better with 
me, if I had married when L was young; 
thus much muſt be ſaid for it, that if I had 
a good Wife, and a Family of Children a- 
bout me, I ſhould be taken care of with 
more Tenderneſs and Affection, than I can 
poſſibly be by any other Perſons, who on- 
ly gape for what I ſhall leave them: But 
then on the other Side, the Plague on't is, 
I muſt have been married by a Parſon, 
and I ſo deteſt the Thought of that, that 
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I would rather ſuffer any Inconyeniency, 
than tfave ever ſubmitted to it, | 
Beſides, the married State is the con- 
foundeſt Enemy imaginable to Free-think- 
ing. A married Man is under ſome Re- 
ſtraint, and Awe; and can't fay what he 
would, or do what he would, for fear of 
making his Children //hores and Rogues ; 
but a Batchelor has none of theſe Conſi- 
derations to cramp his Genius or interrupt 
the free Courſe of his Studies; he has only 
to take care of his own dear Self, which is 
all a Free-thinker ſhould think of. 
I have been ſometimes deſperately afraid 
(amongſt my other Unealineſſes) that the 
Theologues ſhould one Day or other, ſo 
far carry their Point, as to get an A of 
Parliament to oblige all Freethinkers to 
marry by ſuch an' Age; which would, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, be a Perſecution for Con- 
ſcience fake, and fo heavy a Burden, that 
no true Lover of Liberty could bear it. 
You ſec my dear Friend, I ramble and 
talk on, and condemn myſelf for talking, 
and yet ſtill perſiſt to detain you; not- 
withſtanding I know the, Preczouſneſs of 
your Moments, and how much better your 
Time is employed, than in reading of dull 
Letters from the Country. We poor 
Souls, who live buried from the polzte * 
World, are glad of any Light you are 
| | pleaſed 


r 
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pleaſed to conyey unto us; whilſt all the 
Returns we can make, are our good 1/;/es, 
and a hearty Welcome to a Piece of Beef, 
wheneyer you think fit to unbend your 
Thoughts amongſt us. You live at the 
Fountain's Head of Learning and Free- 
thinking, and are able to go to the Bot- 
tom of Things, to reaſon upon the 
Antecedent Fitneſs, and "Onfitneſs of 
Things, - and to find out that Truth 
which hath been hid from former Ages 
by the Craft and Artifice of deſigning 
Men; whilſt all we can do, is to admire 
your great Learning, and endeavour to 
propagate the glorious Conſequences of 
your Doctrine and the happy Liberty of 
Action amongſt the Country People. You 
are every Way qualified for the great Un- 
dertaking, and I have ſo good an Opinion 
of you, that J dare ſay, your Zeal in the 
Cauſe will not be one Whit behind your 
Abilities. We promiſe ourſelves 
that you'll do every Thing in your Power 
to render all the Preaching and Paſtoral 
Letters of the B——p of = inef- 
fectual, and that you will not ſtick at any 
Pains or any Labour in giving a right 
Turn to the Heads of the young Templers, 
before any wrong Impreſſions are made in 
their Breaſts about Honour, Virtue, Reli- 
gion, and ſuch other idle Topicks as 
8 N their 
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their naughty Preacher is uſed to ha- 
rangue on. 

But above every Thing, we beg of you 
to remember the Maids of ]-, 
apply well to them, and gain them to our 
Intereſt, and the Work 1s as good almoſt 
as done. When you have converted them, 
they'll take care and convert the t, 
and the t in the End may prove 
the happy Means of converting the whole 
Kingdom, I am, dear Sir, with great At- 
fection. 


Your's 


1— M——; 
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MATTHEW xxlll. Ver. 33. 


Te Serpents, ye Generation of Vipers, 
How can ye eſcape the Damnation of 


- 


oN 


their yery happy Deliverance, from all 
Thoughts, from all Terrors and melan- 
cholly Apprehenſions, about that ill-natur'd, 
ugly, cloyen footed Gentleman Mr. Satan; 
as well as from all Fears about Hell Tor- 
ments, or any Puniſhments for wicked Men 
in another World. Go on my brave Coun- 
trymen , go on courageouſly to diſplay the 
Parts, in that Pious Reformation you are 
making among us; and conyince Mankind 
how much they haye been conſtantly trick'd, 
and impoſed upon by thoſe crafty, deſign- 


ing, 
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ing, and intereſted Men the Prieſts ; who 
have ever laboured to fill the Peoples 
Heads with Doubts and Scruples of an 
Here-After, and to terrify them with the 
unpleaſant Thoughts of a Death Bed, and 
a Future Judgment. 

And did the naughty Parſons make the 
poor People afraid? —And did they 
make them believe that they had Souls, and 
ſhould be puniſhed in another World if 
they led wicked Lives 1n this ? How- 
ever the Day is now happily arrived, in 
which they ſhall be no longer able to do 
this, but an univerſal Liberty in Action, 
as well as freedom in Thinking, be eſtab- 
liſhed by the Divine Lucubrations of our 


modern Freethinkin £5 Apoſtles.— Sing and 


be glad, all ye Whores, Bauds, Rakes, 


Pimps, Thieves, 3 and Pick 


Pockets. Rejoice all ye Traitors, Mur- 
derers, Whoremongers, Adulterers and 
Sodomites. The Devil's dead, the Devil's 


dead, killed in fair Flight by the gallant 


Hands of the Free-thinkers, after he had 


ſo long held out, and been ſo ſucceſsfully 


attacked by the united Forces of the whole 
Tribe of Levi. Methinks I hear the Hun- 
dreds of Drury eccho forth the Praiſes of 
their worthy BenefaQors on this happy Oc- 


caſion; now no longer made uneaſy or in- 


tenrupied i in the full Swing of their wicked 
Pleaſures 
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Pleaſures by this dreadful Sentence ſtand- 


ing full pointed againſt them, That I hore- 
Mongers and Adulterers, God will judge. 

Methinks I hear the joyful Rattle of 
Chains and Fetters among the polite Socie- 
ty in Newgate; and an univerſal Tri- 
umphing and Acclamation in their dark A- 
bodes, on the very fortunate Interment of 
their grand Enemy Mr. Satan. —— Me- 
thinks I ſee the ſparkling Gin proclaim the 
grateful Senſe which theſe worthy Gentle- 
men rctain for their great Deliverers: No 
cloudy Countenances amongſt them ; not 
one wet Eye at the old Boy's Funeral; no 
hanging, meagre Looks; no Terrors of 
Conſcience; no melancholly Forebodings 
of a future Judgment, bur all alert, all 


alive, ſinging, roaring, ſwearing and talk- 


ing prophanely the very Morning they are 
to make their publick Appearance up Hol- 


born. 


Long, very long had the enterprizing 
Genius's of theſe Heroes of Darkneſs re- 
main'd under ſome Reſtraint and Awe by 


the Thoughts of another World, Long 


had this grand Secret, that there 1s neither 
Hell nor Devil, been kept from their Ears. 
: Long had the buſy Parſons been teiz- 
ing their tender Conſciences about Confeſ- 


ſion, and Repentance, and ſuch other idle 


Stuff. Long had they laboured in their 
| E ſevetal 
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ſeveral Vocations with Fear and Trem- 


bling; and ſung their laſt Pſalm with a 


wry Mouth and cloudy Countenance, to 
the no great Entertainment of their gaping 
Fraternity : —— But now they have no- 
thing to do but to cat and drink, to whore 
and rogue, to ſteal and pick Pockets, to 
fire Houſes, rob Churches, and cut the 
firſt rich Man's Throat they can meet 
with; for why, one Squeak, and a wry 
Neck ends all: Honeſt Tom was truſs'd up 
laſt Week, at Tyburn, for firing an old 
good-for-nothing Fellow's Houſe, and all's 
over. 

And who are the worthy, pains- taking 
Apoſtles who have wrought this happy 
Reformation in our Land? And to whom 
are my honeſt Countrymen indebted for 
this new Light ſprung up in the World? 
Why, not to the Parſons to be ſure, thoſe 
inveterate Enemies to all great and Hero- 
ick Actions ('tis their Intereſt to ride Na- 
ture with Bit and Bridle, and to keep the 
old Fellow alive, leaſt their own 'Trade 
ſhould be ſpoiled) but to honeſt Mr. Tin- 
dal, and Mr. Toland, and Mr. Collings, 
and Mr. G-, and ſome others of the 
bright Luminaries of the Infidel Church, 
by whoſe pious Endeayours for the Wel- 
fare of Mankind, we are at length come to 


this important Ditcoyery, that Trey is 
a 


(27) 
a four Leg'd, and his Maſter a two Leg'd 
Brute, and that both are for ever to remain 
after Death (a mighty pleaſant Thought 
this to a free Thinker on a Sick-Bed) in a 
State of Forgetfulneſs. 

E have an Impulſe upon me to leave Jeſt- 
ing, and to talk ſeriouſly with theſe Men, 
and I muſt follow wherever it directs. 

Tell me then ye Sons of Infidelity, lay 
your Hands upon your Hearts and tell me, 
and not only tell me, but tell your honeſt 
Neighbours, tell your Countrymen, tell 
the World, and ſatisfy the World, why, 
and for what Reaſon, you are fo perpetu- 
ally buſy in ridiculing the Terrors of the 
Lord, and in exploding the Doctrine of fu- 
ture Puniſhments. I call upon you to re- 
concile all your own loud and pompous 
Pretences for the Happineſs of Society, 
with the ungodly Pains your are daily ta- 
king 1n looſening ye Obligations to Virtue. 
l call upon you to ſatisfy us, and in 
the Name of the great God of Heayen and 
Earth, I demand Satisfaction, and ha ve a 
right to demand; whether you have any 
Thing farther in View, than Diſorder and 
Confuſion 5 and whether you have ever 
once ſeriouſly reflected upon the fatal Con- 
ſequences of your own Actions and Beha- 
viour. | 
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Are you ſatisfied that yourſelyes ſhall 
die like the Beaſts and periſh as the Dung 
upon the Earth? Why do you not keep 
the important Secret to yourſelves, and ſa- 
tisfy your own Conſciences only with it? 
—— Why do you implouſly, if you think 
there is any ſuch Thing as Impiety, pro- 
mote a Diſcovery of that, the Reli of 
which muſt neceſſarily be attended with a 
Deluge of Wickedneſs? Why do you 
make it your Buſineſs to puzzle and per- 
plex your Fellow Creatures ? W hat is the 
unrighteous Hire of your Labours? What 
is your View? Where is your Merit in per- 
ſuading Mankind that they have no Souls? 
Speak plainly, and anſwer plainly to theſe 
Queſtions; I have a Right to ask them; 
Lask them in Behalf of all the good Peo- 
ple of England, whom you greatly injure. 
Lask them in Behalf of every ſincere 
Chriſtian, nay in Behalf of every honeſt 
moral Man; and when you have return'd 
your Anſwers, we ſhall be all ſenſible how 
we ought to treat you and ſuch Wretches 
as yourſelves for the future; and plainly 
ſee that you are the moſt inconſiſtant, and 
ſelf. condemned Creatures in the World. 

Let us conſider your Behaviour on the 
Subject before us, in a political View; and 
let the good of Society be the firſt Teſt by 
which you ſtand or fall. Would not 

an 
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an honeſt Man wiſh, that there was ſome 
Method found out to awe Mankind in the 
Dark? Would he not think it for the Be- 
nefit of the World, that the Belief of a 
future State took Place? Would he not 
conſider himſelf ſecurer in his Property 
and in his Perſon with this Belief, than 
without it? And have not all wiſe 
Nations encouraged this Belief, where they 
have not been bleſſed with ſo plain a Dit- 
covery of it, as we have been bleſſed? — 
Now, if theſe Queſtions are anſwered in 
the Affirmative, as they certainly mult, 
and can no more be denied, than that the 
Sun ſhines at Noon, What a Monſter, 
what a contemptible Creature is that Man 
(if he deſerves the Name of a Man) and 
with what Ignominy ought he to be treat- 
ed, who 1s perpetually making uſe of his 
little, low, naſty, dirty Rallery, or elſc 
his grave Buffonery to explode and ridi- 
cule that Doctrine, in the Belief of which 
the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind are fo 
nearly concern'd ? Can he account 
for this Behaviour ? Can he reconcile it with 
common Senſe, and common Honeſty ? Can 
he look his fellow Creatures, I muſt not ſay 
his fellow Chriſtians, in their Faces after 
this groſs Inſult upon their Happineſs ? 
*Tis as much as ever we are able, even 
with this Belicf, to keep the World in any 
tolerable 
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tolerable Order; and let this be gone, Jet 
the Indignation of God upon Sinners in a- 
nother World be out of View, and Diſor- 
der and Confuſion, Rapines, Murders and 
every Evil would neceſſarily follow upon 
It. | 5 | 

Human Laws and human Puniſhments 
can only reftrain the poor, timerous, pitiful 
Villain; the great Villain, the Villain with 
a firm Set of Nerves and an able Head, is 
above them, and out of their Reach. The 
Man reaſons juſtly from his own Scheme, 
and thinks he had much better make a bold 
Puſh, and run ſome Venture of his Life, 
than miſs. of any Offer which adminiſters 
to his Pleaſures in the World, 'Tis 
true, where this Belief generally prevails, 
Wickedneſs will likewiſe often prevail; 
but it is another Sort of Wickedneſs, it is 
a down looking Wickedneſs out of Coun- 
tenance ; a Wickedneſs againſt Conſcience, 
and full of Fears, Terrors, and Remorſe ; 
a Wickedneſs that always ſees the Defor- 
mity. of its own Ways upon a legal Con- 
viction, and repents itſelf in Duſt and 
Aſhes. The poor unfortunate Believer is 
þetrayed and ſurpriſed into Sin; the Infidel 
Rogue goes into it deliberately, calmly, 
and with his Eyes open. The former 
complys with ſtrong Paſſions and Deſires 


in Contradiction to the Sentiments of his 
own 
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own Heart; the latter, I could almoſt ſay, 
murders upon Principle and commits Adul- 
tery for Conſcience Sake, The unbe- 
lieving Villain is bold, hardy, and reſo- 
lute; he laughs at Juſtice; he holds up 
his Hand at the Bar with an impudent 
Front; he grins when the righteous Sen- 
tence is pronounced againſt him; and en- 
courages by his laſt Words and Actions, 
his wicked Fraternity to dye hard, and go 
off the Stage with the ſame unconcerned 
Stupidity, as himſelf is going to leave 
them. 

And now let me call upon the Free- 
thinkers, the Free-thinkers of the higher 
Claſs, the Free-thinkers who pretend to 
engroſs the whole Province of Reaſon to 
themſelves, and that they are the mighty 
Men who have found out the Cheat which 
was hid from former Ages; I ſay let me 
call upon the Free-thinkers to anſwer ſe- 
riouſly, and upon their Conſciences, if 
they know what I mean by Conſcience, 
whether this in Fact is not, and whether it 
muſt not always be a true Picture of one 
of their Diſciples in low Life; of a Free- 
thinking Rogue. who disbelieyes a furure 
State of Puniſhment ? And after this 
Queſtion is anſwered, let them at their 
Leiſure tell me how Mankind ought to 
treat the Propagators of that Doctrine, 

which 


(32) 
which is of fuch dreadful Conſequence to 
Society. 

Hitherto we have conſidered the Free- 
thinkers only in a political View, and as 
their Behaviour affects the Welfare of 
their Fellow Creatures in this World; but 
were we to aſcend another Step, and con- 
ſider them as oppoſing a Doctrine, which 
is as certain, as it is certain there is a God; 
were we to conſider them as rejecting that 
Light, which the bleſſed Son of God hath 
in infinite Mercy given to the World; as 
trifling with, and making a Mock at, the 
Terrors of the Lord; as wreſting or en- 
deavouring to wreſt the Thunderbolt out 
of the Hands of the Almighty ; as ſtorm- 
ing, and bidding open Defiance to Heaven; 
and as teaching that moſt deteſtible Scheme, 
which naturally tends to corrupt the Minds 
and Manners of their innocent Neighbours, 
and to make them everlaſtingly miſerable ; 
good God what ſhall we ſay to them? In 
what Colours black enough ſhall we paint 
them? Or how can we think of their Be- 
haviour without trembling at their Impie- 
ty. But tho we tremble for them, yet 
they tremble not for themſelves; they look 
unconcerned when they are ſporting with 
Fire-brands, Arrows, and Death; they 
ſmile at the infinite Miſchief which they 
are doing the World; and if a Free-thinker 

can 
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can make a pitiful, low Joke upon a Cler- 
y-man, or what gives him vaſtly more 
Pleaſure: ridicule Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and burleſque the — — he preſently 
looks with an Air of Importance, my 
thinks himſelf the wiſeſt Man in the whole 
World. 
How juſt his Pretence is to Wiſdom 
hath already been made appear, ſo that I 


will not any longer inſiſt with him oy 


n 
that Paint, but . haſten to a Copclulign, 
with deſiring all my Biethren the Clergy 
(all who have the leaſt true Senſe of the 
vaſt Importance of that Miniſtry to which 
they have dedicated 1 ; all who 
have the leaſt Regard to t eit Saviour 
Chriſt, and to his Flock committed to 
their Care, and whoſe Blood, I may add, 
will be required at their Hands; all who 
have the leaſt Bowels of Compaſſion for 
the Happineſs of their Fellow Chriſtians) 
that they would w_ — mo- 
vingly, ang with a Zeal becoming the 
Cai BR hs Crane of a future Day 
of Accounts upon their Hearers, and con- 
vince them, that if they obſtinately per- 
ſiſt in a wicked Life, they cannot eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell. 
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